Discussion Questions for, The Real Estate of Lucy Belltown
· The blue mansion is described as representing "Belltown history" and the ties Lucy risks losing. In what ways does the physical property function as more than just a setting?

· Lucy must reconcile with her estranged daughter. What makes reconciliation so difficult for people? Where have you experienced brokenness in a relationship, and what did you do to mend it?

· How does Lucy's terminal diagnosis act as a catalyst for the events and emotional arcs of the story? Do people facing mortality often prioritize different aspects of life?

· The story touches on the theme of redemption. What do you think Lucy is seeking redemption for? Is redemption possible without forgiveness?

· Lucy is "haunted by the fear of failing." What specific failures have you faced? How does this “fear of failing,’ influence Lucy’s final actions and yours?

· What universal truths about the complexities of mother-daughter relationships are explored in the book?

· The possibility of losing both the home and the family ties is central to the plot. What kind of legacy do you believe Lucy wants to leave behind?

· Consider the dual meaning of "real estate." Besides the physical property, what other "real estate" (e.g., emotional space, time, identity) does Lucy control or fight to maintain?

· Who do you need to reach out to? Where has there been a misunderstanding or hurt that you could seek to mend?

